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THE BENEDICTINES OF ST. MAUR 
In our unceasing exertions to provide our readers, month 
after month, with matter interesting as well as instructive, 
we have frequently contemplated diversifying our pages 
with a series of biographical sketches, such as might either 
illustrate the subjects we have in hand, or, at least, convey 
useful information to such of our readers as have not time or 
opportunity to acquire it elsewhere. We shall now attempt 
to carry our plan into effect, and think we cannot begin 
better than by noticing that remarkable confraternity, to 
whose great erudition and vast industry we arc indebted 
for those valuable volumes, to which we have so often re- 
ferred (forming, indeed, in themselves, no inconsiderable or 
uncostly library), the best editions which the world has 
ever seen of the earlier and later Fathers — Justin, Irenajus, 
Tertullian, Basil, Ambrose, Jerome, Cyril of Alexandria, 
Hilary, Chrysostom, Augustine, Origen, Athanasius, 
Gregory the Great, Cassiodorus, Gregory of Tours, Lan- 
franc, Anselm, and Bernard — we mean the Benedictine 
congregation of St. Maur, who, during the 17th century, 
successively produced those gigantic specimens of literary 
industry in the monastery of St. Germain des Pres, at Fans. 

Of the hundred and five writers who divided among 
them this harvest of literary renown, Mabillon is the one 
who best deserves our notice, as he whom all the rest revered 
as their great example, and acknowledged, by acclamation, as 
their head; and in attempting to exhibit some slight sketch 
of that great seminary, in its days of splendour, in the 
reign of Louis Quatorze, we shall, perhaps, do well to con- 
fine our attention to this eminent writer, whose works 
bare placed his name at the head of the competitors for 
the palm of erudition, in, perhaps, the most erudite 
nation of the world, at the period of Iter greatest eminence 
in learning. 

Jean Mabillon was horn at the Tillage of St. Pierre 
Mont, in Champagne, on 23rd November, 1632. He was 
sent by a paternal uncle to the College at Rheims, founded 
by the celebrated Cardinal of Lorraine, for the education 
of clergymen; where, except while addressing their 
teachers, the pupils passed in profound silence every hour 
of the day, save that of noon. In 1653, he was re- 
ceived as a postulant at the Benedictine Monastery at- 
tached to the Cathedral Church of St. Remy, from whence, 
after he had taken the vows, he was sent to another monas- 
tery at Corbie, for the recovery of his health, which had 
seriously suffered during his novitiate, and he was afterwards 
transferred, by the commands of his superior, to the Royal 
Abbey of St. Denys. Never, perhaps, was there a more 
sincerely pious or obedient son of the Church, or one 
whose simple tastes, devout spirit, and affectionate nature 
would, under a more genial discipline, have produced a 
•character more lovely, even had his diligence and critical 
sagacity, and extent of his knowledge been less wonderful. 
Even as it was, beneath the, shade of what we cannot but 
consider many superstitions, and the burden of many 
errors, he soared immeasurably above the ordinary as- 
cetics of the cloister, and obeyed, to the letter, the com- 
mand of the founder of his order, by devoting every mo- 
ment of his life to some useful and energetic occupation. 

It was shortly previous to the birth of Mabillon that the 
congregation of St. Manr had taken possession of the 



monastery of St Germain des Pres. At the time of his 
arrival at St. Denys, Dom Luc D'Achery, another Bene- 
dictine monk, was engaged in a great compilation, from 
the libraries of France, of the rare and valuable letters, 
poems, charters, and chronicles relating to ecclesiastical 
affairs, which had been deposited in them during a series 
of ages. These gleanings extended to thirteen great 
volumes, and were published under the name of Spicilegium. 
Such, however, were the bodily infirmities of the com- 
piler, that, for forty-five years, he had never been able to 
leave the infirmary ; and Mabillon, then in his 35th year, 
was withdrawn from his charge at St. Denys to the relief 
of this venerable scholar at St. Germains, where he passed 
the whole of his remaining life, with the exception of seve- 
ral tours, which he accomplished at a later period, through 
Flanders, Burgundy, Switzerland, Germany, and the whole 
of Italy, for the purpose of collecting and transcribing 
those valuable manuscripts, which were not then, as now, 
accumulated in the Royal Library at Paris, but dispersed 
in the conventual, episcopal, and other public archives 
through all the countries before mentioned. 

The commencement of his fame was laid in a demeanour 
admirable for self-denial, humility, and loving kindness. 
To mitigate the sufferings of D'Achery, and to advance his 
honour, had become the devoted purpose of his affec- 
tionate assistant. Taking his scat at the feet of the old 
man, Mabillon humoured his weakness, stole away his las- 
situde, and became, at once, his servant, his secretary, and 
his friend. From the resources of his far deeper know- 
ledge, guided by his much larger capacity, he enabled 
D'Achery to complete his Spicilegium — generously leav- 
ing him possession of the undivided honour of that contri- 
bution to the literary wealth of France. 

Nor was this the only, or the greatest sacrifice, which ho 
made to gratify the feelings of the aged antiquarian. The 
heads of the Benedictines had long meditated a complete 
history of their order. During forty successive years they 
had accumulated for the purpose a body of materials of 
such variety and magnitude as to extinguish the hopes, 
and baffle the exertions of all ordinary men. Having found, 
at length, in Mabillon, one " fitted to grapple with whole 
libraries," they committed to him the gigantic task, which 
he undertook in the spirit of obedience and love. In the 
printed circular he joined the name of D'Achery to his 
own, and kept alive the same friendly fiction by uniting 
their names in the title page of every volume of " the Acta 
Sanctorum Ordinis S. Benedicti," which appeared in 
D'Achery's lifetime. 

The literary annals of France, though abounding in 
prodigies, record nothing more marvellous than the com- 
position of that book by a single man ; and, however ab- 
surd in our eyes is the Roman Catholic hagiology profusely 
contained in it, yet apart from the extravagancies of his 
monkish legends, and in despite of them all, Mabillon's 
book will live in perpetual honour and remembrance as 
the great and inexhaustible reservoir of knowledge, re- 
specting the ecclesiastical, religious, and monastic history 
of the middle ages ; and, therefore, though incidentally, 
respecting the secular condition and intellectual cha- 
racter of mankind during that period. In these nine 
folio volumes lie, in orderly method and chronological 
arrangement, vast accumulations of authentic facts, of ca- 
rious documents, and of learned disquisitions— picturesque 
narratives without end, and inexhaustible disclosures both 
of the strength and weakness of the human heart. Mabil- 
lon was not a mere compiler, but was also a learned 
theologian, and a critic and scholar of the first order. When 
emancipated from the shackles of human authority, he 
knew how to take a wide survey of the affairs of men, and 
could sketch their progress, from age to age, with a free 
and powerful hand. To each volume, which he lived to 
complete, he attached a prefatory survey of the epoch to 
which it referred; which, if republished, in a detached form, 
would constitute such a review of the ecclesiastical history 
of that perplexing period, as no other writer has yet given 
to the world. It would, indeed, be based throughout on 
assumptions which all Protestants would contradict. But 
if, for the immediate purpose, those assumptions were con- 
ceded, the reader of such a work would find himself in 
possession of all the great controversies which agitated 
the Christian world during several centuries, and of the 
best solutions of which they are apparently susceptible. 

In the reign of that most orthodox prince, Louis 



Quatorze, it was a hazardous thing either to give assent to 
any fact on which the Church had not set the seal of her 
infallibility, or to dissent from anything which her autho- 
rity had sanctioned. Meekly bowing his head to " holv 
obedience," Mabillon was always ready to yield to the will 
of his superior and the rules of his convent ; yet such was 
his innate candour and love of historical truth, that he 
ventured to hazard his safety by dissenting from much 
which the Church had sanctioned ; and this heavy charge 
was preferred against him by some of his Benedictine bre- 
thren, before a general chapter of the order. Among the 
saints of whom the fraternity boasted, there were some 
whose relation to the order he had disputed ; somo whose 
claims to having lived and died in the odour of sanctity he 
had rejected ; some whose very existence he had denied. 
His antagonists maintained that it was culpable thus to 
sacrifice the edification of the faithful to a fastidious regard 
for historical evidence, and injurious thus to abandon a 
part of the glories of their society, which, by mere silence, 
might have been maintained inviolate. To one of those 
who thus invoked the censure of their superiors on the 
audacity of Mabillon's critical inquiries, Dom Fhillippe 
Bastide, he addressed a defence, in every line of which 
his meekness and his love of truth beautifully balance and 
sustain each other. 

" I have ever been persuaded," says he, " that in claim- 
ing for their order honours not justly due to it, monastic 
men offend against the modesty of the Gospel as grievously 
as any person who arrogates to himself individually a 
merit to which he is not really entitled. To pretend that 
this is allowable because the praise is desired, not for the 
monk himself, but for his order, seems to me no better 
than a specious pretext for the disguise of vanity. Though 
disposed to many faults, I must declare that I have ever 
had an insupcralde aversion to this ; and that, therefore, 
I have been scrupulous in inquiring who arc the saints 
really belonging to my own order. It is certain that soma 
have been erroneously attributed to it, either from the 
almost universal desire of extolling, without bounds, the 
brotherhood of which we are members, or on account of 
some obscurity in the relations which have been already 
published. The most upright of our writers have made 
this acknowledgment; nor have tho Fathers Yebez and 
Menard hesitated to reduce the number of our saints, by 
omitting those whom they thought inadmissible. I thought 
myself also entitled to make a reasonable use of this free- 
dom, though with all the caution which could be recon- 
ciled with reverence for truth. I commit the defence of 
my work to the Divine Providence. It was not of my own 
will that I engaged on it. My brethren did me the honour 
to assign the task to me ; and if they think it right, I shall 
cheerfully resign the completion of it to any one whose 
zeal may be at once more ardent and more enlightened than 
my own." 

In the Benedictine conclave the cause of historical fide- 
lity triumphed, though not without a long and painful 
discussion ; and as a proof of the touching candour which 
Mabillon exhibited as a controversialist, we are told that 
he spontaneously published one of the many disputations 
against his book, to manifest his esteem and affection for 
the author of it. 

We must here, also, record another noble instance of 
fairness towards an opponent which was practised toward* 
Mabillon himself by another very learned man, Papebrock, 
the Bollandist, one of the most learned members of that 
learned body. Fapebrock had published a book on the 
art of verifying the charters and other ancient public acta, 
deposited in the various archives of Europe. In 1681, 
Mabillon answered him in a treatise, which he designated 
De Re Diplomatic/!. 

After laying down rules for distinguishing the falsa 
instrument from the true — rules derived from the form of 
the character, the colour of the ink, the nature of the pen- 
manship, the style of orthography of the instrument, tha 
dates, seals, and subscriptions, he proceeded to show, by 
more than two hundred examples, how his laws might Da 
applied as a test, and how, by the application of that test, 
the manuscripts which Papebrock chiefly relied on might 
be shown to be valueless. Whatever may be thought of 
the interest or merits of this dispute (which, however, 
involves questions of the very highest practical importance) 
no one, we think, can read with indifference the answex 
which Papebrock gave to his formidable antagonist : — 
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" I assure you," he says, " that the only satisfaction 
which I retain in having written at all on this- suBject is, 
that it has induced yi« to write- so consummate a work. 
I confess that I felt tome pain when I first read it, at 
finding myself refuted in a manner so conclusive ; but 
tho utility and the beauty of your treatise have, at length, 
got the better of my weakness ; and in the joy of contem- 
plating the truth exhibited in a light so transparent, I 
called on my fellow student here to partake of my own 
admiration. You need have no difficulty, therefore, in 
stating publicly, whenever it may fall in your way, that I 
entirely adopt and concur in your opinions.'* 

We confess that to us this n.ible act of homage to truth, 
and frank admission of error, is most touching, and 
worthy of all admiration. How different in spirit from 
that contentious and vainglorious love of personal victory, 
which has so often obscured the dignity of men of genius 
and learning? When will the world cease to worship at 
tile shrine of mere intellect, and appreciate at its due worth 
that greatness of soul, which is ready to sacrifice every 
thing at the altar of truth alone ? 

Mabillon, among many other controversies of the rimes 
in which he lived, hail the courage to engage his pen on 
the delicate subject of saintly relics, which has so often 
been made the subject of attack by Protestant writers, and 
somewhat disingenuously upheld by those of the Church of 
Rome. In the days of Mabillon the altars of the Church 
were everywhere enriched by the relics of saints and 
martyrs, of which the catacombs of Rome afforded an 
inexhaustible supply. It is true that to watch over this 
precious deposit, and to discriminate the spurious article 
from the true, was the peculiar office of a congregation at 
Rome, selected for that purpose from the Sacred College. 
But though the skill and the integrity of Cardinals might, 
by devout Roman Catholics, be thought remote from all 
suspicion, who could answer for the good faith of their 
subordinate agents? and what was the security that the 
worship appropriated by the Church to the bones of the 
blessed, mijrht not be actually rendered to the skeletons of 
the ungodly ? 

When reaching the art of discriminating between the 
osseous remains of different mammalia, Cuvier never dis- 
played a more edifying seriousness than was exhibited hy 
Mabillon in laying down the laws which determine whether 
any given bone belonged of yore to a sinner or a saint. 
The miracle-working criterion, though apparently the best 
of all (and so largely and confidently relied on in earlier as 
well as later times), being rejected silently, and not without 
very good reason, Mabillon addressed a letter, "De Cultu 
Sanctorum ignotorunr," to Theophilus Callus, in which he 
discussed the sufficiency of three other tests, which have 
not unfrequently been relied on since, as confidently as if 
their fallaciousness had never been exposed. 

First, he inquired, arc we sure of the sanctity of a bone 
extracted from a sepmVm-e, on which an anagram of the 
name of Christ is sculptured in the midst of palms and 1 
laurels? The answer is discouraging: because it is a 
Well-ascertained fact, that the body of one Flavia Jovina 
was found in this precise predicament; and, yet, she was a 
simple neophyte. Then, secondly, arc we safe if a vase 
Stained with blood be also found* in the tomb; of course, 
nothing could be more secure, if only we could be quite 
certain that the blood of martyrs was buried with them in 
vases, and also that the stain was sanguineons, and 
was not produced by the perfumes which the ancients 
were accustomed to heap up in such vessels.* But, 
thirdly, what if the word " martyr" be engraven on 
the stone? In that case (provided the inscription be 
certainly genuine) , all doubt might be at an end, were 
it not for a sophistical doctrine of equivalents which the 
relic dealers have propagated. Thus, for example, at the 
Abbey of St. Martin, at Pontoisc, the devout had long been 
honouring the corpse of one UVsimis, in the tranquil belief 
that the words of his sepulchral inscription were equivalent 
to a declaration of martyrdom, whereas, on examination, 
they turned out to be really as follows : — '• Here lies Ursinus, 
who died onthelst ofJune,afterlivingwithhiswife,Leon- 
tia, 20 years and 6 months, and in the world, 40 years 4 
months and 3' days. Thus poor Ursinus's only recorded 
"martyrdom was the endurance of Lenntia's conjugal so- 
ciety "for twenty years and upwards ! which passed, how- 
ever, among the "devout at Pontoise as proof of St. Ursinus's 
martyrdom 1,000 years before. If the learned Benedictine 
had been as happy in the. canons which he laid down for 
the guidance of tho fiuthful, as he was in exposing the 
'fallaciousness of those generally relied on, Protestants 
■might, in aftertimes, have been rivals with their Woman 
Catholic brethren, in the purchase of those venerable anti- 
troniaa. To assert, however, that any snch question was 
deh»;»et.'le at all before the tribunal of htrmnn reason, was' 
an act of liberalism, which even a Mabillon was required 
to expiate. Long and anxious were- the debates jn the; 
Congregation ofthe Index, whether the book should not be 
condemned, and the- temerity of the author rebuked; nor 
would that censure have been averted, bat for the inter- 
ference of the Pope-in person, who prudently made him- 
self sponsor for the willingness of the learned author to' 
explain m a new edition, whatever might be thought objec- 
tionable in the first ; and the worthy but submissive Bene-' 
dtctine hairing redeemed the pledge, the letter,-" Be Cttltul 
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Sancttram ignotorum," was not only acquitted of repn ash 
•by the Sacred College, but even honoured with their em- 
phatic approbation. 

Mabillon gave a yet more decisive proof of his not beingf 
disposed! to any extravagant scepticism; one which, per- 
haps, may even excite in most of our readers, a smile at 
his credulity. There was living in his days a M. Thiers, 
a man of singular talents and remarkable courage, who 
had accused the Benedictine Fathers of Vendome of an 
egregious imposture, in exhibiting at their convent one of 
those tears which fell from the eyesof Jesus when, he wept at 
tho grave of Lazarus ! An angel (such was tie legend) 
had treasured it up, and given it to Mary, the sister of the 
deceased. It passed some centuries afterwards to the trea- 
sury of relics at Constantinople, and was bestowed by some 
Greek Emperor upon some German mercenaries in reward 
for some services to his crown ; they placed it in the 
Abbey of Frisingen, whence it was conveyed by the Em- 
peror, Henry III., who transferred it to his mother-in-law, 
Agnes of Anjou, the foundress of Ihe monastery of Ven- 
dome, where she deposited it. Mabillon threw the shield- 
of his boundless learning round this tradition ; maintaining 
that the genuineness of the relic might, at least, bereason- 
ably presumed from the admitted facts ofthe case ; that it 
had a prescriptive claim to the honours it received ; and 
that his brethren ought to be left in peaceable enjoyment of 
the advantages they derived from the exhibition in their 
Church, at Vendome, of the Holy Tear of Bethany ! 

Who can wonder that where legends like this were' 
gravely upheld by the most learned writers, and the most 
enlightened generation of men whom Europe had ever 
seen, were invited to study and believe a mass of fables, of 
which the most audacious Grecian mythologist would have 
been ashamed, that half a century did not elapse before a 
race of philosophers arose who availed themselves of the 
materials which the Benedictine annals too copiously fur- 
nished them with for that overwhelming ridicule, by "which 
they unsparingly strove to extinguish all religion, under 
the debris of its mediaeval superstitions? 

Passing, however, from fables too puerile for the nursery, 
to inquiries which have hitherto perplexed the senate, 
Mabillon undertook to explain the right principles of prison 
di-^ciplino in a work entitled " Keflexions Sur les Prisons 
des Ordrcs Religicux." He insisted that by a judicious at- 
tention and mixture of solitude, labour, silence, and devo- 
tion, it was practicable to render the gaol a school for the 
improvement of its unhappy inmates in social unity and 
in moral character. We have not space to follow him in 
the details of his benevolent speculation ; but it is admitted 
on all hands, that the honour, which one of his biographers, 
M. de Malan, challenges for him, of being the very earliest 
of those who have applied themselves to this difficult 
subject in the spirit of philanthropy and wisdom, is strictly 
his due ; and we cordially respond to the sentiment of Sir 
James Stephen (tq. whose able article in the " Edinburgh 
Review" we are largely indebted for what we have here 
presented to our readers), that to the enlightened reformer 
of prisons may be cheerfully forgiven bis sacred osteology, 
and even his defence of the Holy Tear of Vendome. 
Though in bondage to the prejudices of his own age, he was 
able to break through the bonds which have shackled so 
many powerful minds in later and more enlightened times; 
and it gives us sincere pleasure, while protesting against 
the errors of Mabillon and his confraternity, 1o do homage 
to their candour and learning, and claim fellowship with 
the piety, the wisdom, and the love, which, in the midst 
even of all the errors of other Christian societies, attest 
the Divine original of all. 



ST. THEUDOSIA. 
Our readers have, probably, not forgotten the history which 
we gave in our number for May, of the fictitious life of St. 
Philomena, who never existed ; we invite their attention 
now to the history of St. Theudosia. We take our account 
chiefly from an article, headed "Translation op the 
Relics of St. Theudosia," in the Tablet Newspaper, of 
October 22, 1853. 

On that occasion were assembled, in the Church of 
Amiens, in France, three cardinals— to wit, Cardinal 
Wiseman, the Cardinal Archbishops of Rheims and Tonrs ; 
six other aTchbishops, among whom we find Dr. M'Hale, 
and Dr. Cullen, and "the Archbishop of Babylon," a 
rather suspicious title certainly ; but some of oar readers 
may be led to suspect that they were all archbishops of 
"Babylon." There were, also, present nineteen bishops, 
besides mitred abbots, deans, &e., and between 1,200 and 
1 ,300 ecclesiastics— many of whom had come great distances 
to be present. 

For what was this reverend assembly held ? 

The cardinal archbishop took his seat, having on his 
right and left the Bishops of Poitiers and Amiens, the 
deputy ofthe clergy, and the deputy of the faithful, who 
had been sent to bring back from Paris to Amiens the 
precious- relics of St. Theudosia, which they had previously 
had to bring from Genoa to Paris. 

A speech was then made by the deputy of the- clergy 
(the Dean of Picqnigny), from which we extract the fol- 
lowing :— " The body of St. Theudosia touches at this mo- 
ment the soil which beheld her birth, and re-appears in the j 
midst of us, after fifteen centuries, decorated with the 1 
aureole of the saints, and the palm of the martyrs . . ." 
He goes- on to say, that St. Theudosia is now to repose 



finally in the Cathedral of Amiens, and proceeds — " There 
• St. Theudosia, restored to our veneration, will diffuse over 
the-episcopal city, and over the whole country, her graces 
and favours^ shall remove from us calamities and alarms ; 
will obtain for us the preservation of the faith for which 
she shed her generous blood," &e. 

Then spoke the deputy ofthe faithful (or the laity) of 
Amiens (the Count of Escalopier) — " ... If, like the 
look-out of a ship who discovers a luminous point on a far 
off land, I have been fortunate enough to signalize to you 
the existence of a treasure, it is to you my Lord (the 
Bishop of Amiens), it is to your solicitude, to the peculiar 
affection, so reasonable and so special, which you bear 
towards* his Holiness Pope Pius IX., that we owe the 
possession of the precious body of St. Theudosia, and the 
triumph which awaits it," &c. 

The Bishop of Amiens " replied in the most gracious 
manner to the honourable deputies— bis lordship declared 
that that day in which the relics of St. Theudosia were 
brought back to their country, was the most glorious of his 
life. He addressed, in the name ofthe clergy, his thanks 
to the Count of Escalopier, who, having discovered the pre- 
cious treasure of which we this day take possession, was in 
some sort the inspir'er of the great religious manifestation 
which will take place in the festival of to-morrow." 

The cardinal archbishop then spoke, and told the as- 
sembly how much he desired " to assist at that ceremony, 
in order to find there the occasion of solemnly renewing 
his immoveable attachment to the holy Catholic Church." 

Then was read a document from the Lord Bishop of 
Porphyrium, who had charge ofthe relics of St. Theudosia 
from Rome, to deliver them at Genoa to the Bishop of 
Amiens, " in exchange for those of St. Viator" (of whom 
we hear no more on this occasion ; but, doubtless, we shall 
have him again in his turn). 

Then the marble tombstone of the saint " was also of- 
fered to the view of all." The inscription is not reported 
in the Tablet ; but we have got it from another source, and 
will give it farther on. 

From all this we collect the history of St. Theudosia. 
She was born at Amiens ; she died a martyr at Rome, 
fifteen centuries ago ; her tombstone and body was found 
at Rome the other day, by the Count of Escalopier ; the 
Pope made a present of it to the Bishop of Amiens, as a 
reward for the bishop's great devotion to the Pope ; the 
Pope forwarded the box to Genoa ; a deputation had been 
sent to bring it first to Paris, and then to Amiens ; and 
St. Theudosia was at last returned, " all resplendent with 
glory," to her native city; and cardinals, archbishops, 
bishops, and ecclesiastics were assembled from so many 
distant countries to receive her with honour. 

All this was only the prelude to the splendid show ofthe 
next day. No words can do justice to the procession. 
The decorations of the houses, the triumphal arches, the 
obelisks, the green velvet with fringe of gold, "-the 
magniffcent domes of verdure, suspended in the airj with 
pendants of green velvet and white calico," "the magni- 
ficent triumphal arch in verdure,'' the " red dome, sprinkled 
with stars of gold, suspended from two very lofty masts of 
verdure," the cavalry and infantry, the statues, "the 
magnificent gilded chariot which bore the precious relics 
of St. Theudosia" — of which the account in the Ta blet says, 
" we are obliged to relinquish the attempt to describe the 
triumphal car of St. Theudosia : here the pen is power- 
less — the painter only could give the image of it" — and 
then the cardinals, the archbishops, the bishops, the canons, 
all dressed in silks and ribbons, as fine as any lady for a 
ball — such is but a feeble attempt to describe this magnifi- 
cent display. 

"The next day the relics of St. Theudosia, surrounded 
as with a golden crown, on which the statues of the dif- 
ferent saint3 of the diocese were conspicuous, was suspended 
in the air, above the high altar — this decoration offered the 
most beautiful spectacle one could see." 

We had almost forgotten the sermon which was preached 
by Cardinal Wiseman, of which we have room but for one 
extract — " Yes, Theudosia, your bones, humiliated for 
Jesus Christ, have this day trembled with joy, and com- 
municated to us their transports of gladness ; and this joy, 
this festival, will have durable results ; they lay for the 
future the foundations of a more solid and firm piety. 
What Lucy is for Syracuse, Agatha for Catania, Gene- 
vieve for Paris, Agnes for Rome, Theudosia will be, is 
already, for Amiens: She will become the object of a 
devotion, daily more tender ;" and then he addresses 
Theudosia herself— "And, if up to the present time, 
unknown to themselves, you have, nevertheless, prayed for 
them, how much more for the future, being invoked by 
them with fervour and confidence, will you not redouble 
your powerful intercessions unto the God of Martyrs ?" 

Thus we have endeavoured to give some faint idea of 
this grand display and ceremonial. And, now, we think, 
our readers will be ready to exclaim, before we conclude — 
" Who is this St. Theudosia who is to do such mighty 
things? Tell us something of her history! tell us her 
miracles while living ! tell us of the superhuman virtues by 
which she merited to become an intercessor for us with 
God!** 

Our answer to this must be very short ; for there exist no 
materials for a longer answer. It is this — " In all the 
histories of the Church, in all its records, in all its annals 
up to this day, there is no mention made that there ever 
was any such person as St. Theudosia, of Amiens ; there 



